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Boutique Hotel Salon: Creating
Atmosphere at a Lisbon Boutique Hotel
A boutique hotel in Lisbon's historic centre commissioned Art & Beyond to curate its
lobby, lounge, and guest corridors. The objective was to move beyond decorative art
and instead create an environment that would make guests feel immediately
connected to the city and the hotel's intimate character.

Brief
The hotel sought to express its identity through art that felt personal and lived-in, encouraging
quiet reflection while reinforcing a sense of place for an international clientele.

Curation
A painter-moderator and a writer-moderator hosted Sparks with both hotel staff and early
guests on the theme “What makes a space feel like home away from home?” The compiled
insights guided the selection of eight works, balancing contemporary Portuguese artists with
pieces that echoed Lisbon's light, textures, and everyday poetry.

Installation
The artworks were placed in key transitional areas—above the reception desk, in the lounge
seating zones, and along the corridors—creating gentle focal points rather than a formal
gallery. Brief texts drawn from the Sparks accompanied each piece, inviting guests to pause
and connect with the space.

Story
Following the installation, the hotel introduced monthly salon evenings open to guests and local
creatives. Within six months, guest feedback highlighted the art as a memorable part of their
stay, with several visitors returning specifically for the salon events. The project transformed
the hotel's public areas into an active extension of its brand story.

This case demonstrates how thoughtful curation paired with ongoing conversation can
turn a boutique hotel's spaces into meaningful, memorable experiences.
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